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CHESTER COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING

Chester County War Memorial Building

June 18,  2007
6:00 p.m.

Carlisle Roddey, Chairman – Presiding

Minutes

In Attendance:


Chairman Roddey






Vice Chairman Lucas






Councilman Oliphant






Councilman Martin






Councilwoman Guy






Councilman Jordan






Councilman Branham






County Attorney Winters
  I.
Call to Order

 II.    Pledge of Allegiance & Invocation
III.    Approval of Minutes   


a.    Meeting of June 4, 2007
Vice Chairman Lucas made a Motion to approve the County Council Meeting Minutes

of June 4, 2007, 2nd by Councilman Martin, Council vote was unanimous.
IV.   Citizens Comments
        Ms. Karlisa Parker introduced Mr. Hal Stone as the new Existing Industry Coordinator for

         Chester County.  Mr. Stone, formerly with the Department of Commerce in Columbia, said it   

         was “good to be home” and looked forward to working in Chester County and this was 

         a great opportunity for him to come home to Chester.
        Mrs. Gloria Kellerhals, 639 Mockingbird Land, Chester, SC said she and her husband had
         decided to help raise money for bullet proof vests for all of the sheriff/police departments

         in Chester County after being made aware of the need by an employee in their office.

         Mrs. Kellerhals said her company would match each donation and that she knew there

         was a Grant that could be applied for to purchase these vests.  Mrs. Kellerhals also said

         she had placed and was still placing jars at local businesses to collect monies for these

         vests.
    V.   Public Hearing

           There were no speakers on the 3rd Reading of the Proposed FY07-08 Budget Ordinance.
   VI. Ordinances & Resolutions 

1.   3rd   Reading of Proposed FY07-08 Chester County Budget Ordinance to Establish


Operating and Capital Budgets for the Operation of the County Government of Chester 
    County for the Fiscal Year Commencing July 1, 2007; to Provide for the Levy of Taxes 

for Chester County for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2007; to Provide for the 

Expenditure of tax Revenues and Other County Funds; to Provide for Other County 

 
Purposes; to Authorize the County to Borrow Money in Anticipation of Taxes and to 


Provide for the Repayment of Sums Borrowed by the County Governing Body; to 


Provide for the Payment of Tort Claims and Worker’s Compensation Claims Against 


Chester County; to Provide Certain Fiscal and Other Matters Relating to County 


Government

Councilman Jordan made a Motion to approve the 3rd Reading of the Proposed 
    FY07-08 Chester County Budget Ordinance to Establish Operating and Capital 


Budgets for the Operation of the County Government of Chester County for the


Fiscal Year Commencing July 1, 2007; to Provide for the Levy of Taxes for Chester County for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2007; to Provide for the Expenditure of tax Revenues and Other County Funds; to Provide for Other County Purposes; to Authorize the County to Borrow Money in Anticipation of Taxes and to Provide for the Repayment of Sums Borrowed by the County Governing Body; to Provide for the Payment of Tort Claims and Worker’s Compensation Claims  Against Chester County; to Provide Certain Fiscal and Other Matters Relating to County Government, 2nd by Councilman Branham.

Discussion:  Councilman Oliphant asked if this included a 4% increase for employees
          and Chairman Roddey said it did.  Councilman Oliphant then asked if the Finance

          Director could give an estimate on how much taxes would be raised on say a 


 $100,000 home and also when the audit would be completed.  Mrs. Moon, Finance

          Director stated about $8.00 more on taxes for a $100,000 home and that the audit

          would be completed by July 2.  The problem had been an overpayment of        
          approximately $450,000 in 2002 and it was close to being resolved.  Chairman

          Roddey thanked Mrs. Moon for her hard work.  Vice Chairman Lucas then discussed


 the Election Commission/Voter Registration Department and the responsibility they had and stated he felt they had been doing a great job.  Vice Chairman Lucas asked that Council Members consider this before voting on the budget.  He also asked if the County did the same for the City of Chester Rural Fire as we did for the other Rural Fire Departments.   Chairman Roddey stated we did.  Vice Chairman Lucas said it was his understanding they received a smaller portion than the other fire departments.  

                Councilman Oliphant asked if the Finance Director would give Council a breakdown 

                 on what they all got including State monies.  Councilman Martin stated that the Leeds

                 Rural Fire Department didn’t get any State monies.  Chairman Roddey then said

                 he would get a breakdown for Council.  Councilman Oliphant also said that some

                 of the fire departments were owned by the County but some were owned by the

                 community and that the County paid some utilities on the County owned buildings

                 so that we really should compare “apples to apples” and that Council needed to 

                 have the whole picture, what we pay, what they pay, who owns what and which are

                 special purpose fire districts.  Councilman Jordan said he was in the process of

                 verifying who owned the Fort Lawn Fire Department.  Councilwoman Guy then stated

       that she agreed with Vice Chairman Lucas regarding the Voter Registration/Election


       Department and said that she felt that Council should look at their salaries.  


       Councilman Oliphant also said that since the Commission had been combined 
                 thanks largely to Senator Short and House of Representatives Delleney it had been 


                 the best election process since he had been voting and was also in favor of adding to 
                 the salaries.  Councilwoman Guy then asked the Chairman how she could add this to


       the budget.  Chairman Roddey stated that Councilman Jordan would need to 


       withdraw his Motion to approve and Councilman Branham, his second.  Councilman

       Branham then asked was anything in the budget for cleanup and Chairman Roddey

       stated there was.  Councilman Jordan also wanted to make sure an increase for the 
    Supervisor and Council were not included in the budget and Chairman Roddey stated    

    that was correct and if the amount budgeted for debt reduction included in the $3.M 

    bond and the answer was also no .  At this 
    time Councilman Jordan rescinded his Motion and Councilman Branham his 
    second.   Councilwoman Guy then made a Motion to approve the 3rd and final 
    reading of the FY07-08 Budget and to include $6,000 to go into the salary budget 
    for the Voter Registration/Election Commission department, 2nd by Vice 
    Chairman Lucas.  Discussion:  Councilman Jordan asked who would break down 
    the salaries.  Chairman Roddey stated that he felt that should be left up to the 
    Commission.  Councilman Oliphant then said there may even need to be a part time 
    person in that office.  Council then voted and the vote was unanimous to approve 
    3rd and Final reading of the FY07-08 Budget Ordinance with and additional 
    $6,000 for salaries in the Registration & Election Department.


2.    3rd  Reading of An Ordinance to Provide for Pauper Burials Supported by

                 Chester County  


       Councilman Oliphant made a Motion to approve 3rd  Reading of An Ordinance to 

       Provide for Pauper Burials Supported by Chester County, 2nd by Vice Chairman

       Lucas, Council  vote was 5 to 1 to approve with Councilman Jordan opposing.
             3.    Proclamation Recognizing the Ideal Logging, Inc. for their 2007 National Outstanding

       Logger award 

       Councilman Martin read the Proclamation recognizing the Ideal Logging, Inc. for their 

                 2007 National Outstanding Logger award and presented the Proclamation to Mr. 
                Tommy Barnes and Mr. David Cox and their families.  Mr. Barnes then thanked 

       Council for this recognition and also recognized Mr. Robert Salley, their Procurement


       Manager as a vital part of their organization.  Mr. Barnes said he didn’t feel that they


       did any better at what they did than anyone else but they would talk to everyone and


       keep them informed and that he thought the next 10-12 months things were going

       to change.  Mr. Barnes also said being recognized by his hometown was an honor.


 4.    Proclamation Recognizing South Chester Fire Department 

      Councilman Branham read the Proclamation recognizing the South Chester Fire 

                Department and their dedicated service to the Community and presented the 


      Proclamation to Chief Blair White.  Chief White recognized his volunteers and

      Mrs. Pat Holcomb who had done the majority of the paperwork.  Chief White said


      this process had begun over two years ago, and his and the volunteers concerns

      for the citizens of Chester County is what made this possible.
             5. 1st Reading of an Ordinance to Adopt an Enabling Act for the Richburg Fire


   District.


     County Attorney Winters explained that the Enabling Act should have been


     done when the Ordinance was approved for the Richburg Fire District.



  Councilman Oliphant made a Motion to Approve 1st Reading of an Ordinance


     to Adopt an Enabling Act for the Richburg Fire District, 2nd by Councilman

     Martin, Council vote was unanimous.
       6.   South Carolina State Representative, Greg Delleney presented the S.C. Coroners 
 
Association Deputy Coroner’s Award to Mr. Tommy E. Williams of the Chester County 
Coroner’s Office.  Representative Delleney said this was the first ever award of this

kind given in South Carolina and Mr. Williams had taken time away from his business


and family to attend classes without any monetary assistance.  He had also assisted


the Coroner in all of the homicide and suicide cases and ran the Coroner’s Office


in the absence of Mr. Tinker.  He was very organized, professional, dedicated, efficient,


compassionate and any Coroner Office would be proud to have him.  Coroner Tinker 
            submitted the nomination for Mr. Williams.  Representative said he didn’t know anyone in 
            South Carolina who deserved this award more than Mr. Williams.  Mr. Williams thanked 
            Representative Delleney, Terry and Linda, Chairman Roddey, and Council for this       

            distinguished award and said he was very honored to receive such an award. 

            7.   1st Reading of an Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of Not Exceeding


           Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000) General Obligation Bonds of Chester County, South 


           Carolina in One or More Series, to Prescribe the Purposes for which the Proceeds Shall 


           be Expended, to Provide for the Payment Thereof, and Other Matters Relating Thereto.


           Councilman Oliphant asked if some of the monies in this Ordinance was included in the

           discussion of property in Executive Session and Chairman Roddey replied it was.

              Councilman Jordan asked if the capitalized items in the budget were included and


           Chairman Roddey replied they were.

              Councilwoman Guy then made a Motion to approve 1st Reading on an Ordinance to

              Provide for the Issuance and Sale of Not Exceeding Three Million Dollars 
              ($3,000,000) General Obligation Bonds of Chester County, South Carolina in One or 
              More Series, to Prescribe the Purposes for which the Proceeds Shall be Expended, 
              to Provide for the Payment Thereof, and Other Matters Relating Thereto, 2nd by 
              Councilman Branham, Council vote was unanimous. 

            8.   1st Reading of an Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of a Not Exceeding Two 


           Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) General Obligation Bond of Chester County, South

              Carolina (Richburg Fire District), to Prescribe the Purposes for which the Proceeds of Said 

           Bond Shall be Expended, to Provide for the Payment of Said Bond, and Other Matters 

              Relating Thereto.   
           Councilman Oliphant asked would the fire truck be titled to the Richburg Fire District and
           Chairman Roddey replied it would.  Councilman Jordan then made a Motion to       

           approve 1st Reading of an Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of a Not 
           Exceeding Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) General Obligation Bond of 
           Chester County, South Carolina (Richburg Fire District), to Prescribe the Purposes 
           for which the Proceeds of Said 
Bond Shall be Expended, to Provide for the Payment 
           of Said Bond, and Other Matters Relating Thereto, 2nd by Councilman Oliphant, 
           Council vote was unanimous.
   VII.   Old Business

        1.  Imposing penalties for solicitations as described in Ordinance No. 05-01-2007
              Chairman Roddey brought this matter up because of an incident that had taken place

              the prior week.  He saw people soliciting on Hwy 9 and reported it.  These same people

              had previously been warned only hours before they were back out there by the Sheriff’s


           Department.  Sheriff Benson stated unless the Ordinance had “more teeth” in it there

              was little that could be done to stop this from happening again.  Chairman Roddey

              suggested revisions are made to put “teeth” into an amended Ordinance.  Councilman

               Oliphant suggested a warning for the first offense.  Vice Chairman Lucas stated he

               would not support the Ordinance if organizations that give back to the community were

               not included.  Councilman Branham asked if the County Attorney could revise the
               Ordinance and County Attorney Winters replied that she could and would have it

               ready for the next meeting.  Vice Chairman Lucas asked if this Ordinance included

               solicitations door to door and Chairman Roddey replied no.  Chairman Roddey 

               then made a Motion to have the County Attorney rewrite the Ordinance to include

               organizations that gave back to the community and a fine, 2nd by Vice Chairman

               Lucas, Council vote was unanimous.

VIII.   Boards & Commissions

        1.   Resignation of Library Board Member 

         Councilman Martin made a Motion to accept the resignation of Lisa Grant from the 

         Library Board , 2nd by Councilman Oliphant, Council vote was unanimous.

         2.   Appointment to Library Board 
         Councilman Martin made a Motion to appoint  Donna Wilks Railey to the Library 
         Board 2nd by Councilman Oliphant, Council vote was unanimous.
 
  X.  Executive Session

        Chairman Roddey stated that Council would need to go into Executive Session to

          discuss a personnel matter and a legal matter regarding property and asked if a Council 
          member would entertain a Motion.

          Councilman Branham made the Motion to go into Executive Session, 2nd by 
          Councilwoman Guy, Council vote was unanimous.   Time was approximately
          7:10 p.m.
         Council returned from Executive Session at approximately 7:45p.m. and Councilman
          Martin made a Motion to return to Regular Session, 2nd by Councilman Oliphant,

          Council vote was unanimous.

          Chairman Roddey stated that a personnel matter had been discussed in Executive

          Session and taken as information only, no action taken.
          Chairman Roddey stated the Legal Matter regarding Property was the opportunity to
          purchase the Omnova building on Hwy 72 Bypass.  This building would be used for

          administrative offices and the Court House would be the used solely as a Judicial

          Center.  The County as well as Omnova had appraisals done and Chairman Roddey

          stated he had negotiated $1.4M plus $50,000 for furnishings and Omnova personnel

          accepted his negotiated price.  This move was necessitated by lack of room and getting

          in and out of the building especially by the handicapped citizens.  Councilman Oliphant

          stated he would have preferred to build a complex because of his partiality to the downtown

          area but realized it would be much more expensive.  Councilman Branham stated he

          felt Council would be remiss not to seize this opportunity for the citizens of Chester

          County.  Councilman Martin stated he felt the same way and that the accessibility

          and convenience to all the citizens would be great for Chester County.  Councilman

          Jordan stated the County was in dire need of more room and this would be a great

          opportunity.  Councilwoman Guy asked if this would increase taxes and what would 

          we do about building a new jail. Chairman Roddey explained that because the school

          taxes would be coming off of the taxpayers a small portion of taxes would go for the

          jail but his thinking was a one cent sales tax for a new jail.  Chairman Roddey then

          made a Motion to pursue the purchasing of the Omnova property as part of the bond

          package, 2nd by Councilman Branham, Council vote was unanimous.

X.  Council Members Comments
         There were no Council Members Comments
              XI. Adjournment

Chairman Roddey made a Motion to adjourn, 2nd by Councilman Oliphant,

Council vote was unanimous.     Time was approximately 8:00 p.m.





Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, the Chester News & Reporter, The 



Herald in Rock Hill, SC, WSOC-TV, Channel 9 Eyewitness News, the Mfg. Housing

            

Institute of SC, WRHI Radio Station, C&N2 News and Capitol Consultants
                

were notified and a notice was posted on the
bulletin board at the Chester 
                   

County Court House 24 hours prior to the meeting.


_________________________


______________________________


R. Carlisle Roddey, Chairman


Carolyn S. Clayton-Snipes,C.C.C.


Chester County Council


Clerk to Council


Chester County Council  Meeting of 6-18-07-07
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