
Sec. 46-93. - Litter control ordinance 

 

This article shall be referred to as the Chester County Litter Control Ordinance and is enacted under 
the home rule authority of the county council to provide remedies and penalties for illegal litter and 
dumping as defined herein, in the unincorporated areas of the county and to provide authority for the 
county litter enforcement officer to enforce the provisions of this article.  

(1)  Definitions.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Litter means all discarded waste materials including, but not limited to, rubbish, garbage, trash, 
refuse, sand, gravel, yard clippings, limbs, leaves, slag, paper, plastic, rubber, tires, waste building 
materials at construction sites, bottles, glass, aluminum cans, cigarette butts, cigarette filters, shell 
fish, or other discarded materials of every kind and description.  

Litter receptacle means those containers adopted by the county.  

Person means an individual, partnership, co-partnership, cooperative, firm, company, public or 
private corporation, political subdivision, agency of the county, trust, estate, joint structure company 
or any other legal entity or its legal representative, agent or assigns.  

Public or private means, but is not limited to, the right-of-way of any road or highway, any body 
if water or watercourse, park, playground, conservation or recreation area, timberlands, forests, 
buildings, refuge, and residential or farm properties.  

Solid waste means all refuse including, but not limited to, bulk, debris, garbage, recyclable 
materials, rubbish and trash.  

Vehicles means every device capable of being moved upon a public highway, body of water, or 
public property and in, upon, or by which any person's property is or may be transported or drawn 
upon a public highway, body of water, or public property.  

(2)  Litter, loose materials, and solid waste to be covered to prevent escape during transportation, 
penalties.  

a.  No vehicle which transports litter, loose materials, or solid waste shall be driven or moved 
on any highway, body of water, or public property unless the litter, loose material, or solid 
waste is secured by means of a covering which is fastened securely so as to prevent any 
of its load from dropping, sifting, leaking, or otherwise escaping from the vehicle.  

b.  A person violating the provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, must be fined not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00 or imprisoned for 
not more than 30 days for each offense, or both. The court may further impose one of the 
following:  

1.  In the sound discretion of the court in which conviction is obtained, the person may be 
directed to pick up and remove from any public street or highway or public right-of-
way for a distance not to exceed one mile any litter, loose material, or solid waste the 
person has deposited and any and all litter, loose material, or solid waste deposited 
thereon by anyone else prior to the date of execution of sentence; or  

2.  In the sound discretion of the court in which conviction was obtained, the person may 
be directed to perform other forms of public service as may be ordered due to physical 
or other incapacities, which shall be under the supervision of the court.  

 

 



(3)  Prima facie evidence; inferred presumption.  

a.  Whenever litter, loose materials or solid waste are thrown, dropped, deposited, dumped, 
sifted, leaked, or otherwise escape from any motor vehicle, boat, airplane or other 
conveyance in violation of this section, it shall be prima facie evidence that the operator of 
the conveyance has committed a violation of this article.  

b.  Whenever any litter which is dumped, deposited, thrown or left on public or private property 
in violation of this article is discovered to contain any articles, including without limitation, 
letters, bills, publications or other writings which display the name of a person thereon in 
such a manner as to indicate such person, it shall be inferred that such person has violated 
this article.  

(4)  Littering on public or private property or waters prohibited; exceptions; responsibility for 
removal; penalties.  

a.  No person may dump, throw, drop, deposit, discard or otherwise dispose of litter or other 
solid waste upon any public or private property or waters in the county whether from a 
vehicle or otherwise, including without limitation, a public highway, public park, 
campground, forest land, recreational area, road, street or alley except as follows:  

1.  When the property is designated by the state or the county or any of its agencies or 
political subdivisions for the disposal of litter and other solid waste and it is authorized 
by the proper public authority to use the property for that purpose.  

2.  Placed into a litter receptacle or container installed on such property, and is place in a 
manner that the litter is prevented from being carried away by the elements upon a 
part of the private or public property or waters.  

b.  No person or persons may dump, throw, discard, drop, or otherwise dispose or leave any 
litter or other solid waste other than household garbage or recyclables as specified at 
county waste and recycling centers, or leave such specified items after the center has 
closed.  

c.  Responsibility for the removal of litter or other solid waste from public or private property or 
receptacles is upon the person convicted under this section. However, if there is no 
conviction, the responsibility is upon the owner of the property or upon the owner of the 
property where the receptacle is located. If there is no conviction and, in the discretion of 
the county supervisor or his designee, an undue hardship is created for the owner of the 
property, assistance in removing the litter or other solid waste may be provided by the 
county.  

d.  A person who violates the provisions of this section in an amount less than 15 pounds in 
weight or 27 cubic feet in volume is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction must be 
fined not less than $100.00 or more than $200.00, or imprisoned for not more than 30 days 
for each offense, or both. In addition to a fine and for each offense under the provisions of 
this section, the court shall also impose a minimum of five hour litter and other solid waste 
gathering labor or other form of public service as the court may order because of physical 
or other incapacities, which shall be under the supervision of the court.  

e.  The fine for deposit of a collection of litter or other solid waste in an area or facility not 
intended for public deposit of litter or other solid waste is $200.00. The provisions of this 
item apply to a deposit of litter or other solid waste in an area or facility not intended for 
public deposit of litter or other solid waste, but this does not prohibit a private property 
owner from depositing litter or other solid waste as an enhancement to their property if the 
depositing does not violate applicable state and local health and safety regulations. In 
addition to a fine and for each offense under the provisions of this section, the court shall 
also impose a minimum of five hour litter and other solid waste gathering labor or other 
form of public service as the court may order because of physical or other incapacities, 
which shall be under the supervision of the court.  



f.  The court, in lieu of payment of the monetary fine imposed for a violation of this section, 
may direct the substitution of additional litter or other solid waste gathering labor, or other 
form of public service as it shall order due to physical or other incapability's, which labor or 
public service shall be under the supervision of the court, not to exceed one hour for each 
$5.00 of fine imposed.  

g.  For the second and subsequent convictions under subsections d. or e. of this section, a 
minimum of 20 hours of community service shall be imposed in addition to a fine.  

h.  In addition to other punishment authorized by the section, in the discretion of the court in 
which conviction is obtained, the person so convicted may be directed by the court to pick 
up and remove from any public place or any private property, with permission of the owner 
upon which it is established by competent evidence that the convicted person has 
deposited litter or other solid waste, all such litter or other solid waste deposited on the 
place or property by anyone before the date of execution of sentence.  

i.  Magistrates and municipal courts have jurisdiction to try violations of this article and shall 
order the publication of the names of those persons convicted for violations of this article in 
a news publication of local circulation.  

j.  Any person who violates the provisions of this section in an amount exceeding 15 pounds in 
weight or 27 cubic feet in volume, but not exceeding 500 pounds or 100 cubic feet, is guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, must be fined not less than $200.00 and no more 
than $500.00 or imprisoned for not more than 90 days, or both. In addition, the court shall 
require the violator to pick up litter or other solid waste or perform other community service 
commensurate with the offense committed as required by state statute.  

k.  Any person who violates the provisions of this section in an amount exceeding 500 pounds 
in weight or 100 cubic feet in volume is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, must 
be fined not less than $500.00 nor more than $1,000.00, or imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both. In addition, the court may order the violator to:  

1.  Remove or render harmless the litter or other solid waste dumped in violation of this 
subsection;  

2.  Repair or restore property damaged by, or pay the cost of damages arising out of the 
dumping of litter or other solid waste in violation of this subsection; and/or  

3.  As required by state statute, perform community public service relating to the removal 
of litter or solid waste dumped in violation of this sub-section or relating to the 
restoration of an area polluted by litter or solid waste dumped in violation of this 
section by the person so convicted or others.  

l.  A motor vehicle, vessel, aircraft, container, crane, winch, or machine involved in the 
disposal of more than 500 pounds in weight or more than 100 cubic feet in volume of litter 
or other solid waste in violation of this section is declared contraband and is subject to 
seizure and summary forfeiture to the county.  

m.  No part of a fine imposed pursuant to this section may be suspended. Offenders who do 
not appear for court without notification to the court may have their hearing rescheduled at 
the discretion of the court. Failure to appear a second time without notice will result in the 
issuance of a bench warrant.  

n.  The court may permit and recognize a roadside bond offered by the litter enforcement 
officer to the violator. A roadside bond will include a fine and a requirement for community 
service.  

o.  All community service required by the court shall be under the supervision of the court and 
the violator may be required to provide "before and after" photographs to the court as 
evidence of the performance of the community service.  

 



(5)  Abandoning chemicals or hazardous materials in the county.  

a.  No hazardous or potentially hazardous wastes shall be placed in waste disposal containers 
or dumped at the county landfill.  

b.  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon any chemicals or hazardous/potentially 
hazardous material in Chester County.  

c.  Hazardous/potentially hazardous materials include without limitation:  

1.  Any substance designated under the Clean Water Act and the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) as posing a 
threat to waterways and the environment when released.  

2.  Hazardous materials shall include such materials as flammable solids, corrosive 
liquids, radioactive materials, oxidizing materials, potentially explosive materials, 
poisonous gases, and hazardous materials known or suspected of chronic toxicity.  

(Ord. No. 2019-12, Exh. A, 9-16-2019)  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2019-12, Exh. A, adopted Sep. 16, 2019, repealed the former § 46-93, 

and enacted a new § 46-93 as set out herein. The former § 46-93 pertained to littering and 

derived from Code 1998, § 7-310.  


