
 

 
 

CHESTER COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES 

SECTION 6-26 ANIMAL CONTROL- CRUELTY PROHIBITED 

 

(a) No owner, possessor or person having the charge or custody of any animal shall fail to provide sufficient 

wholesome food; clean, fresh water; proper shelter and protection from the weather; veterinary care when needed to 

prevent suffering; and humane treatment.  An owner, possessor or person having the charge or custody of any animal 

shall at all times maintain a clean shelter and living area, free of accumulated waste and debris so that the animal shall 

be free to walk or lie down without coming in contact with any waste or debris. 

(b) This Section does not apply to agricultural animals or where the animal is engaged in lawful activities such as 

hunting, and hunting sporting events, field and obedience training (not for the purpose of fighting), field or water 

training, law enforcement training, veterinary treatment and/or the pursuit of working or competing in these legal 

endeavors;  

(c) Proper shelter includes a structure appropriately sized for the animal to stand or lie in a normal manner.  The 

structure must adequately protect animal from harsh weather and free from accumulated waste; at a minimum, it shall 

have a roof, four sides, and an opening for ingress and egress. 

(d) It shall be unlawful for a responsible party to tether an animal while outdoors, except when all of the 

following conditions are met: 

1. The animal must be over the age of six (6) months.  Puppies may not be tethered; 

2. The tether has the following properties: 

a. A minimum 10-foot length; 

b. A swivel type termination at both ends; 

c. Is not made of chain; 

d. Total weight does not exceed ten percent of the animal’s body weight, and 

Is fabricated of a material that prevents tangles. 

 3. The animal is tethered so as to prevent injury, strangulation, or entanglement; 

 4. The animal has access to fresh water, food and shelter; 

 5. The animal is not tethered where any object may interfere or impede free movement of the tether; 

 6.  The animal is not sick or injured; 

 7. The animal is not tethered in such proximity to any other tethered animal that would allow entanglement; 

 8. Any pulley, running line or trolley system to which a tether is attached shall be no less than fifteen (15) feet in 

length and no more than seven (7) feet above ground; and 

 9. Direct point chaining, or tethering of animals to a stationary object, is strictly prohibited. 

 

 It shall be the duty of the Sheriff of Chester to prosecute all violations of the provisions of this article which shall 

come to their notice or knowledge and he shall direct  the employees of the Chester County Animal Shelter  to remove 



 

 
 

or impound any animal found to be cruelly treated as defined in this Article and the responsible person may be fined up 

to Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($500.00) for the initial impound day and a continuing fine of up to Five Hundred 

Dollars and No Cents ($500.00) for each day the animal remains impounded with the County. All penalties, fines and 

costs imposed for the violation of this Ordinance shall constitute liens upon the animal cruelly treated and may be 

enforced by the sale of such animal at public auction, after not less than two days' advertisement.  Certain domestic 

animals will become eligible for adoption should they remain impounded and unclaimed for ten (10) calendar days or 

beyond.  The responsible person who was found to be in violation of this ordinance will not be permitted to adopt the 

animal without full payment of accumulated fines and reasonable and customary costs for adopted animals through the 

Chester County Animal Shelter. 

  Any officer of the Sheriff’s Office, Chester County Animal Shelter, or state department of health and 

environmental control may lawfully destroy or cause to be destroyed any animal found abandoned and not properly 

cared for, appearing to be glandered, injured or diseased past recovery and incapable of being restored to any level of 

good health. 
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